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Reminder - 2021 Rural Agents Conference Update

After conferring with several of our company partners, it was determined by the
Board of Directors that the 2021 Rural Agents Conference scheduled for January
27th & 28th, will be going virtual. This is a very difficult decision for all of us to make,
however much like our convention, the decision was made in the best interest of all
involved.  

We are looking at ways in which we can put together some type of virtual
presentation for our members and will be in touch once details are worked out. At
this time we are working on plans for a virtual event to be held on Wednesday,
January 27th so hold the date for more details. 

Holiday Content-to-Share Materials Available for Members

Trusted Choice® independent agents have access to a
plethora of free ready-to-post digital marketing materials
to promote their agencies.

As the holiday season approaches, Trusted Choice® has
released new holiday contentholiday content for members. Content
includes season's greetings posts, holiday infographics,
Instagram templates and more. Members can use this
content to reinforce their agency's partnership with
Trusted Choice® and strengthen their social media
marketing efforts.

Members can access new and existing content by logging into the member resourcemember resource
websitewebsite with their Big “I" credentials.

House Hearing Examines Pandemic Insurance Proposals

The House Subcommittee on Housing, Community Development and Insurance held
a virtual hearing examining how the pandemic has impacted the insurance industry
and how to insure for the future. The Big "I" submitted written testimony.

The U.S. House Financial Services Subcommittee on Housing, Community

https://cobrand.iiaba.net/content-to-share#k=
https://agentresources.iiaba.net/


Development, and Insurance held a virtual hearing, “Insuring against a Pandemic:
Challenges and Solutions for Policyholders and Insurers." Chaired by Rep. William Lacy
Clay (D-Missouri) and Ranking Member Steve Stivers (R-Ohio), the hearing examined
how the COVID-19 pandemic has impacted small business and the insurance market
and explored a possible insurance role in a government-backed program to provide
financial assistance to businesses in future pandemics.

Testifying at the hearing, among others, were Brian Kuhlmann, chief corporate
counsel, Shelter Insurance, on behalf of the American Property Casualty Insurance
Association (APCIA) and National Association of Mutual Insurance Companies
(NAMIC); John Doyle, president & chief executive officer, Marsh and McLennan;
Michelle Melendez McLaughlin, chief underwriting officer, Chubb North America; R.J
Lehmann, executive editor and senior fellow, International Center for Law and
Economics; and Ann Cantrell, owner, Annie's Blue Ribbon General Store, on behalf of
the National Retail Foundation. 

Much of the discussion centered around the various proposals designed to address
future pandemic risk, including Rep. Carolyn Maloney's (D-New York) H.R. 7011,
known as the “Pandemic Risk Insurance Act" (PRIA), and the Business Continuity
Protection Program (BCPP) proposal offered by the Big “I," NAMIC, and APCIA. The
business interruption insurance market was also briefly discussed.

I n written testimonywritten testimony submitted to the committee, the Big “I" affirmed its specific
support for the BCPP. Furthermore, the Big “I" noted other meaningful proposals, such
as the Business Continuity Coalition's proposal. That plan relies heavily on the BCPP
framework and envisions the same type of parametric program.

Overall, the Big “I" believes it is necessary to create a program that reflects the unique
nature of pandemics, is government-backed, is timely in its assistance, and utilizes the
insurance market as the delivery mechanism.

IIAI Dues Deductibility

Dues that are not related to lobbying expense incurred by IIAI are deductible as a
business expense. Your IIAI dues related to non-lobbying activities is deductible and
that would be 78.00% of the amount your agency paid for dues in IIAI's fiscal year
2019-20. Please let us know if you have any questions.

InsurPac Impacts the Election with a 93% Victory Rate

During this election cycle, InsurPac disbursed close to $2 million to a total of 254
federal campaigns, winning at least 237 of them and impacting races involving
independent agents.

While there were winners and losers, there is no doubt that the biggest losers on
election night were the pollsters. Network pollsters revealed significant bias as they
projected a historic blue wave at the presidential and senatorial levels, which by and
large did not materialize. This election proved much closer than most anticipated.

Many political action committees look to polls to guide their decision-making process
about when and where to disburse money. Fortunately, InsurPac relies upon
intelligence from Big “I" members and campaign insiders to provide an accurate
view of the political landscape. As such, it routinely has a very strong victory rate in

https://www.independentagent.com/GovernmentAffairs/SiteAssets/Issues/Coronavirus/Insuring Against a Pandemic- Challenges and Solutions - IIABA Statement for the Record.pdf


the campaigns with which it invests.

During this election cycle, InsurPac disbursed $1,948,000 to a total of 254 federal
campaigns, winning at least 237 of them, resulting in a 93% victory rate. In disbursing
this money, InsurPac did not look at party affiliation; as always, it gave money to
representatives, senators and candidates for federal office that have been friends
and advocates of the independent agency system.

InsurPac takes pride in impacting races that involve independent agents, and this
election was no different. In the Senate, InsurPac went to bat for Sen. Mike Rounds
(R-SD), a Big “I" member, who won his first reelection with a resounding 68% of the
vote.

In the House, InsurPac helped Big “I" member Representative-elect Scott Franklin (R-
Florida) defeat an incumbent in the primary and win a hotly contested general
election in Florida. Similarly, in Iowa InsurPac helped independent agentin Iowa InsurPac helped independent agent
Representative-elect Randy FeenstraRepresentative-elect Randy Feenstra (R-Iowa) defeat an incumbent in the primary
and cruise to a victory in the general election. Also, in Iowa, InsurPac went all in forAlso, in Iowa, InsurPac went all in for
Representative-elect Ashley Hinson (R-Iowa), who is married to a Big “I" memberRepresentative-elect Ashley Hinson (R-Iowa), who is married to a Big “I" member, as
she knocked off an incumbent in a very close race.

As with every election, our industry saw some friends and allies defeated. While
disappointing, they are an equally important reminder that our champions in
Congress cannot be taken for granted. They must have the necessary financial
resources to win reelection each cycle. For that reason, it is critically important to
maintain a strong InsurPac to positively impact federal campaigns.

Insurance Day on the Hill - Cancelled

We recently received notice that Insurance Day on the Hill scheduled for the Iowa
Capitol on February 10th, 2021, has been cancelled. Rest assured however that your
IIAI lobbyists, Larry Blixt, Jake Ketzner, and Tom O’Meara will remain on the Hill when
the legislative session resumes advocating for our members. If you ever have
questions regarding issues at the Capitol, please reach out to Tom at the association
and we are always available to answer them. 

Jolly Holiday Lights

Thank you to all who reached out to us regarding our offer for free tickets to the 25 th
anniversary of Jolly Holiday Lights. We provided over 300 tickets to our members
throughout the state and the feedback has been very positive. Thank you also to
those of you who submitted pictures of the ‘Trusted Choice’ Independent Insurance
Agents display.

Our participation with Jolly Holiday Lights will have a big impact as 80 wishes are
granted with the funds raised by this event!



NCCI State Advisory Forum Available on Demand

Hosted by State Relations Executive Dan Nelson,   the Iowa State Advisory On Demand State Advisory On Demand
provides a new way of accessing the state-specific information you want, when you
want it. This format offers quick access to specific topics so you can view the
information at your convenience.
 
Visit the State Advisory On DemandState Advisory On Demand page page on ncci.com ncci.com for more details or view theview the
module nowmodule now. We recommend using Google Chrome as your browser for the best
viewing experience.
 
You can submit questions about the presentation materials within the State AdvisoryState Advisory
On Demand On Demand module anytime by typing them into the Q&A box.
 
Contact NCCI Customer Service Center at 800-NCCI--NCCI-123 (800-622-4123) from 8 a.m.–
8 p.m. ET if you need assistance. 

No doubt 2020 has been a challenging year
for all of us. After struggling through several
months of the Covid-19 pandemic, we were
suddenly hit with another catastrophic event
on August 10th when the derecho swept
across our state. It was a devastating and
unprecedented event for many of us. In spite
of the fact that the storm damaged many of
our agent's property and agencies
personally, we stepped up and found ways
to help our customers in their time of need. In
a report released by the Iowa Insurance
Division, over 200,000 claims had been
reported and nearly 160,000 claims totaling

more than $1.6 billion had already been paid with over a billion dollars left in
reserves. Despite these large numbers, fewer than 100 derecho related complaints
had been filed with the Insurance Division as of November. This is a large testimony to
the work of our agents and companies throughout the state. Although 2020 has been
tough, all of you deserve a huge compliment for the work you have done. Anyone
who questions the validity of having our Governor declare the Insurance Industry
including Agents as “essential employees” at the beginning of the pandemic need
only look at this one event as proof we belong in that category.
 
As the year comes to a close, please understand that all of us here at your
association including Tom, Melissa, Cindy, Brenda, Megan, Nicole, and Linda are
here for you in any way that we can help. We have heard from many of you
throughout the year with questions we never anticipated we would receive. We all
wish that soon we will be able to service you in areas which we have been
accustomed to during our 115 years of service to Independent Insurance Agents of
Iowa. And finally, we would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year! 

Thank You - 2020 IIAI/PAC and InsurPac Contributors

It takes all the support we can get to make a difference on the legislative front.
Looking back on the recent activities related to crop and health insurance it is easy
to see the importance of our Political Action Committee's ability to support those who
seek office and support issues critical to independent insurance agents. We thank all
of those who contributed to the Iowa PAC (IIAI/PAC - state) and to the National PAC
(InsurPac - Federal offices) in 2020. IIAI was able to make many donations to key
members of the Legislature and Congress. With your support, we can and do make a
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difference! We cannot emphasize enough how much your support is needed in the
future if we are going to be successful fighting battles on your behalf.  

In Memory of Dick Lund

Dick passed away on Monday, November 23rd in Estherville, Iowa. Dick began his
insurance career as an underwriter at United Fire & Casualty and later moved to
Estherville where he became a partner with McFadden, Lund, Shadle Agency. Our
condolences to Dick’s family and friends.  
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